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Workshop Road Map
1. Introductions & Workshop Overview

2. VA Standards of Learning (SoL) & Curriculum 
Framework

3. Elit Lesson Analysis

4. Partnering with Schools

5. Wrap up & Next Steps



Virginia SOL
• SEPs: Science & Engineering Practices SoL x.1
• Content Standards SoL x.2 to….

Virginia Curriculum Framework
• SEPs: Indicated by a leaf icon  
• More details for each content standard:
 Central idea

 Vertical alignment: what students have been taught in earlier 
grades & will be taught in later grades (grade level connections)

 Enduring understandings: key concepts & big ideas that students 
learn

 Essential Knowledge & Practices: what students should know & 
be able to do related to the standard
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Presentation Notes
What are the VA SOL& why are they important for working with schools?What are the SEPs & why are they important?  How to incorporate them into a lesson.SOL & Framework deep dive: What do I see? What do I wonder? Where are there opportunities to support schools?ACTIVITY: 3 groups (Grade 3, Grade 6, EnviSci-HS) Individual review (5 min); Discuss in groups (5 min); Share out & responses (15 min)



Group Activity
Mapping Connections: 

Where are there connections 
between concepts, SEPs, & EE 
supported field experiences?
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Presentation Notes
Group activity followed by a gallery walk: Add post it notes with comments/suggestions/grows & glows



Lesson/Program Analysis

What are the students doing 
in this lesson/program?

What science standards(s) 
does this lesson/program 

align with?

What SEPs are incorporated 
into  this lesson/program?

How can this lesson/program 
be revised to better align 

with the standards?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Analysis: Does it align with the SOL for the grade level audience that is targeted?  Group workDiscussion of group findingsApply what we have learned to the programs each of us uses or would like to use with K-12 student groups.





Tips for Partnering with Schools



The environmental literacy learning continuum 

Interpretation
Formal 

Education

Teaching about nature & human interactions with it
Learning: Informal; Free choice
Who: Community members
Focus: Experience nature; Personal connections 
Methods: Themes & an interpretation plan

Environmental education (natural & social systems)
Learning: Formal; Required (K-12)
Who: Students
Focus: Know & understand nature & human impacts
Methods: Learning standards & lesson plans

Sharing our 
knowledge & skills 

with others

Interpreter Teacher
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Presentation Notes
Nature interpretation definition, Nat. Assoc for Interpretation:  “Interpretation is a mission-based communication process that forges emotional and intellectual connections between the interests of the audience and the meanings inherent in the resource.” "a purposeful approach to communication that facilitates meaningful, relevant, and inclusive experiences that deepen understanding, broaden perspectives, and inspire engagement with the world around us."



Environmental Educator Partnerships with 
Schools

What do we Know?

• Nature systems & organism 
knowledge

• Expertise in observing nature

• How to engage youth in learning 
about nature

• Outdoor learning expertise

• Tools/supplies for learning 
outdoors

Need to Know

• VA Standards of Learning (SoL)

• Who to contact at the school 
division or an individual school

• Your age group comfort level

• Specific needs of the school 
division, school, teacher

• Some of the environmental issues 
in your community

What you can do as a partner
• Develop a program or programs 

that target one or more SoL 
(science or history are good starts)

• Provide wonderful, safe outdoor 
learning spaces for students

• Provide unique learning 
experiences that students would 
not have in the classroom      
(must align with the standards & 
stated needs)

• Perhaps you could build a program 
to help students understand one 
or more environmental issues & 
think of ways to address them
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Presentation Notes
ASK: What are your learning objectives? What do you want?Are there any special learning needs?



VDOE Superintendent Regions



Summary: 
What have we learned today?
What will be my/our next steps for partnering 
with schools?

Questions????



Thank you!
We’d love to continue this 
learning with you.

Anne: anne.petersen@doe.virginia.gov

Candace:  lutzow-felling@virginia.edu
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