
Virginia Environmental Literacy 
Network 

Welcome!



Who are we?
VEN is a NETWORK representing 

strategic partners with a common 
goal to support teachers & their 

students in developing 
environmental literacy.







Network Vision for Virginia 

Now: 
➢ Multiple community 

networks with an EE focus
➢  Some connections among 

the community members

Building: 
➢ Increased connections with 

increased network members
➢ Collective efforts







VEN Goal
To ensure every person in Virginia has 

access to high-quality environmental 

education, including but not limited to 

outdoor education experiences & 

opportunities for civic engagement  

through the school curriculum & within 

local communities.



VEN Strategic Partners

Formal  & Community-based 
Educators, Non-profit EE 
Organizations

1
Universities, Community 
Organizations, & Businesses
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What we do
The purpose of our state network is 

to strengthen relationships & 

collaboration across state-wide 

formal & non-formal networks of 

educators & stakeholders to 

cultivate the conditions for 

equitable environmental literacy 

efforts to grow & thrive. 







Major VEN Objectives

Create a communication network 

intended to support all educators 

with environmental education 

instruction aligned to the Science 

Standards of Learning.

1
Develop a state-level 

environmental 

literacy strategy.

2
Support divisions & schools to 

enhance outdoor experiences 

that build scientific & engineering 

practices while learning 

environmental concepts.
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CONNECT, COMMUNICATE, COLLABORATE

to enhance environmental education 

Regional Hubs Purpose



What does your network look like?  
Who are your ELit partners? 

Activity















We look forward to 
working together

VEN@VIRGINIAEE.ORG
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Brief 
History

2014 - New Chesapeake Bay 

Agreement: Environmental 

literacy emphasized for ALL 

Virginia school divisions

2015 - Virginia 

Environmental 

Education 

Association - VAEE 

is created

2018 - Virginia Department of 

Education adopts new science 

standards that include an 

emphasis on inquiry-based 

learning & incorporating 

environmental education. 
2021 - Virginia 

Environmental 

Literacy Network - 

VEN is formed

2020 - Regional Landscape 

Assessment - findings include 

the need for better connection, 

alignment, & cohesiveness of the 

environmental education 

community at the state-level. 

2023 - Office of 

Environmental 

Education restarted at 

Dept. Conservation & 

Recreation

2023 - First 

Regional Hub 

launched




