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BEFORE 1: Planting the Trees of Kenya 
Standards Addressed: English (2024) 3.C.1, 3.RV.1, 3.RI.1 

Lesson Preparation: Planting the Trees of Kenya: The Story of Wangari Maathai by Claire A. 
Nivola (Lexile: AD870L) 

Instructional Strategy:  

1. Use the RIF Guide for Educators (Figure 1) for your class to read and comprehend the book. 
To think more deeply about soil, add these questions:  

a. Why did the soil blow away in the “devil wind”? and   
b. What did Wangari mean when she said the soil needs its “cloth of green”? 

2. If time allows, use the extension activities to further explore the text (Figure 2).  

https://www.rif.org/sites/default/files/Support_Materials/Kenya-Educators.pdf
https://www.rif.org/sites/default/files/Support_Materials/Kenya-Edu-Extension.pdf
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FIGURE 1. GUIDE FOR EDUCATORS 
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FIGURE 2. EXTENSION ACTIVITIES 
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