
MAMMALS 

 Copyright 2006 updated 11/12, 2/19, 11/21 
PreK-12 Programs at Blandy Experimental Farm 

The State Arboretum of Virginia 
www.virginia.edu/blandy 

BEFORE 1: Mammal Sort 
Before your visit to introduce students to the diversity of mammals in our area. Students sort mammal 
and mammal track images based on their own observations. Possible sorts include – body covering 
(long fur, short fur, fur color...), types of limbs, number of toes, hooved/not hooved, wild/domestic. 
Students then explain their sorts to each other.  

Standards Addressed: Science Foundational Blocks 1, 3. Science (2018): K.1c, K3; 1.1c & f, 1.5. 
Mathematics Foundation Block 6 

Materials 

• Mammal cards (40 total)

Lesson Preparation 

1. Group students into teams of 4-5.
2. Print and cut out two sets of the mammal cards. You may wish to pre-arrange them for

targeted sorts.

Instructional Strategy 

1. Give each student group 8 cards. Ask them to look at the cards and talk about what they see.
Tell them to think about different ways to sort the cards.

2. Ask each group to share one possible way to sort. Record these ideas on a board or other visual.
3. Tell the groups that they get to sort their cards any way they want.
4. When the sorts are complete, do a gallery walk and have each group explain their sort.

a. Ask for students’ observations and thoughts. Do they agree with the way the animals
were sorted?

b. Do any of the cards from one group fit into the card from another group? Why or why
not?

5. Add any additional sort ideas to the list. To reinforce learning, do another sort based on student
ideas.
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