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THREE EVALUATION TOOLS
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MWEE Guide Audit Tool, NOAA

Excellence in Environmental Education: 
Guidelines for Learning (K-12), NAAEE

Self-Assessment Rubric for High Quality EE 
Programming, C.B. Trust

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These 3 tools highlight the need for aligning EE programs with school division priorities to ensure program relevance & impact.: achieve alignment & enhance the effectiveness of your programs



EVALUATION TOOL ANALYSIS



EVALUATION TOOL ANALYSIS
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For each tool:

What is the main purpose/focus of this evaluation tool?

What is/are the method(s) for assessing an ELit program?

Who is the target audience?

What are the strengths & limitations of this tool?

When might you use this tool?

If you have time:  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Image source: https://guides.uxtweak.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/UXT_evaluation_research_01-min.png




SHARING & DISCUSSION



MWEE AUDIT TOOL

How well does my MWEE program 

address all elements of a MWEE?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose: MWEE Audit Tool is designed to help evaluate the effectiveness of a MWEE by assessing its alignment with essential elements and guiding program improvement; focus is on watershed programming
Method(s): Checklist with a rubric
Audience:  EE providers
Strengths & Limitations: (S): Has a checklist & a rubric to assess how well a MWEE is meeting each element (3-point scale); Has reflection questions designed to deepen one's assessment of each element and provide suggestions for improvement  (L): Specific to MWEE (watershed programming); 
Use: Can use to design and/improve a MWEE program; Dual use: designing a MWEE & formative assessment of a MWEE



NAAEE ASSESSMENT

How well do my programs develop 

understanding of the principles of 

environmental literacy as outlined by NAAEE?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose:  How well do my programs develop student understanding of EE concepts & application of investigation skills?
Method(s): Self-assessment checklists
Audience: EE providers
Strengths & Limitations: (S): Checklists are specific for 3 grade bands (K-4, 5-8, & 9-12); Focus is on NAAEE’s concept of ELit, not necessarily a  school division’s goals for ELit  (L): Length of time the assessment can take (because the tool is designed to be used in conjunction wit the Guidelines document—over 100 pages)
Use: Assess how well your program aligns with NAAEE’s vision of environmental literacy; assess how ell you are meeting the learning targets for different grade bands




CBT SELF-
ASSESSMENT RUBRIC

1. How well do my programs align with 
school division/school/teachers’ learning 
objectives/priorities?

2. Are my instructional practices 
effective?

8

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose: Emphasizes alignment w/ school division priorities. How do I go about aligning w/school division priorities? (1) state standards (2) curriculum framework (3) Instructional guides/unit plans (4) pacing guide; The rubric emphasizes aligning programming with state standards, divisions’ curriculum frameworks & instructional guides, and classroom lesson plans to ensure that EE programming complements existing academic goals.
Method(s): Self-assessment rubric w/ a 5-point scale
Audience: EE providers
Strengths & Weaknesses:  S: Two-pronged focus (1) Focuses assessment on meeting school division needs; (2) Effectiveness of instructional practices; Reviewer is prompted to provide evidence for each rating  W: Long, quite detailed rubric which could be a hindrance to completing the assessment
Use:  Use this tool for formative assessment.  (1) Is my program aligned to school division needs? And (2) How effective are my instructional practices?



KEY ELEMENTS OF EACH TOOL



MWEE AUDIT TOOL
EMPHASIZES ASSESSMENT OF THE 4 ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF A MWEE

1. Issue definition

2. Outdoor field investigations

3. Synthesis & conclusions

4. Environmental action projects/ Civic engagement
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NAAEE GUIDELINES
3 KEY ELEMENTS
1. Outlines 4 strands of environmental literacy

a) Questioning, analysis & interpretation skills

b) Knowledge of environmental processes & systems

c) Skills for understanding & addressing environmental 
issues

d) Personal & civic responsibility

2. Provides specific learning guidelines for each strand across 
different grade bands (K-4, 5-8, 9-12)

3. Offers a self-assessment tool to help educators evaluate 
their program's alignment with these guidelines
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HIGH QUALITY EE PROGRAMMING: SELF-ASSESSMENT TOOL

8 ASSESSMENT CATEGORIES

Program alignment 
with school division 

curricula
Uses Elit best 

practices

Grade-level 
appropriate & 

highlights 
environmental 

careers

Accessible 
experiences

Learner safety 
(physical, emotional, 

cultural)

Collaborative 
planning & co-

teaching

Professional 
development for 

environmental 
educators

Support for school 
division educators



DISCUSSION QUESTION

Is there an advantage for using all 3 evaluation tools?



SUMMARY
 
These 3 assessment tools can help guide the 
development, implementation, & on-going 
improvement of your environmental education 
programs.



ELIT ASSESSMENT TOOLS: RECOMMENDATIONS FOR USE

•NAAEE Assessments in their Guidelines for 
Excellence

•NOAA MWEE Audit Tool

Design: instructional goals

•NAAEE Assessments in their Guidelines
•NOAA MWEE Audit Tool
•CBT Self-Assessment Rubric

Assess: instructional practice



THANK
YOU

CANDACE LUTZOW-FELLING

lutzow-felling@virginia.edu
SESSION RESOURCES: 
https://blandy.virginia.edu/content/ed-conference-information-and-resources

https://blandy.virginia.edu/content/ed-conference-information-and-resources
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